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ADVERTISEMENT. 


W. would not . any man to peruſe 865 11 9 


lowing remarks, who is unacquainted with the 
overweening canceit of authors, leſt he ſhould with i in- 
dignation. condemn, the Epiſtle ynread, and it its compoſer 
unknown ta that place, whither the productions of mo- 


dem wit are daily haſtening: for in theſe degenerate 


tines, ce des dixifſe, Ego, mira poemata Pango. Hon. 
76 W,. Ae þ fv. | Muni, Seamus, 


I debated a confiderable time with myſelf whether 1. mould | 
prefix: any Advertiſement to this Epiſtle: the higheſt authority in 


matters of this naturs pleaded: powerfull for it; my abhorrence 
of ſervile imitation militated no leſs ſtrongly againſt its admiſſion. 


Becauſe Ma cx found. t indiſpenſably necefiary.to.infoun | 


the publie of his Hero Sir William s performance, which they 
had eirher forgotten or never read; the. ſame neceſſity. forſoath 


was ſuppoſed to pervade every elaſs of Bpiſtolary Poets. I would 


except the author of the e. Epiſtle f from Daa Teręſa co 


A | . Tin, 


— . 


1 Py Ss: 
« * = 
_ — r r — — —— 


Li 1 
R. . Toiß, Eſq. &c. which will continue to be read by the few, 


on whoſe ear the charms of harmonious verſification yet vibrate. 


In me I own this Advert) ;ſement is wholly ſuperfluous ; as my 
Hero's. works are in the hands of all the world: works, which 


under the auſpices of Kenner and the reſpectable Chamber * of 


| London, are now 66 flying all abroad, as far as waters roll and 


40 as winds can waft them.” For ſhould this Epiſtle viſit thoſe 
once happy climates, in which the wrinkled front of unnatural 


war now frowns on the tranquil occupation of the muſe; my 
Hero's Tranſatlantic Brethren would ſtretch forth their palms 


with more than + Anchiſfian alacrity, acknowledge their well- 


known Defender, and call down Þ © Bleſſing from Smith, and 


* Honour from Waſhington,” on ny unlaurelled head, which firſt 


deviſed this Fonourable teſtimony to the Doctor's deſerts. | 


ir al alſo wich ſome reluctance that I conſented to the title 
of Heroic Epiſtle; as Macgreggor's ſeemed to poſſeſs the divine 
magic . rod. een f ee if 


127 I, + $1 — Gb ow TS: * & 
107 FLLE 4-2 * 44 tres 27 Vit 11 Ty ft e Hl 90 1 nos: Fi; 10 
4 


ee eee See the public 
papers. The Common. Council ſeemed. to pip one 92s ©: Proper peten. for Je 


Doctor's late Sermon on the Faſt, Feb. 4, 1780; others fix'd on an obolus ; but the 
Docter in all the inte of wig and words declare, unt 59 


ant em, Fate ub horn things. G ⁰α £140 


c Nes, wiraſqusretodit, . . Xo, 6, 685. 8 


Horace 


1 

Horace ſtil'd his compoſitions Satires; Jvvenal and the diſciple 
of Cornutus did the ſame; Boileau and Pope, who caught their 
mantle, gave alſo to their unperiſhing works the ſame Lneal title. 
For my part, I well know the influence that the very name of © 
| a compoſition has upon the generality: one ſound will glide 

trippingly off the tongue; another is common and dif pleaſes a 
faſtidious ear: What always in Heroics 2 ſays my Lord Fanny; 
while my Lady calls to his remembrance the Ovidian Dido, and : 
the Leſbian Maid's expoſtulation with Phaon. But a truce ta 
trifles : my principal leading motive in ſtiling this E piſtle Heroic | 
was to pay a proper tribute to a highly-favour' d ſon of Phcebus : 
to inculcate deeply in the minds of careleſs obſervers that true 8 
Poetry will burſt forth though obſcured by accidental topical 
> circumſtance ; that lateſt times will feel it's eternal nature ; that, 
ey and Dennis have long ceaſed to furniſh the mate- 
riem riſus, yet the. aciad will ſtill live; ; and though . Kien- 4 
Long may repoſe inglorious on. couches of Camuſathkin down 
in the gardens of Yven-Ming, and Sir William * himſelf be 5 

buried in the ruins of the antique Houſe of Somerſet; yet the 


Im happy to find that Sir William Chambers has changed the object of his 
thoughts from Oriental Gardening to Britiſh Architecture; of which he has indeed 
raiſed a noble monument to his country's honour and his own in the magnificent and 
„FF OC *** 


_ 


- Name 


cn J 
name ve His Bard will ſtill be had in remembrance, and flouriſh 
immortal while the Engliſh Muſe ſhall poſſeſs her lawful rights. 
Multum et veræ gloriz quamvis uno libro meruit. On motives 
like theſe I, in my degree, have attempted, in this barren rem- 
nant of an age early adorned with the flower of Britiſh Genius, 
to tread the ſolitary path, atque unum civem donare Sybillæ. 
For though I have no ſuperbia quæſita meritis, my vanity leads 
me to think ſome indulgent reader may took propitiouſly on me; 
and ſhould ſome un-latin'd genuine Englithman enquire of that 
reader the meaning of the above verſe of the Roman Satyriſt, 
my ambition prompts me to hope, he may reply with . 
warmth of the author of this Epiſtle, | „„ 
wa Fo „ He gives Macgreggor « one true Brother more.” 
But after all, in Doctor Johnſon's own words, T diſmiſs it 
« with frigid tranquillity ;” and though I cannot abſolutely ſay 
with Maſon * that * my years mature have learnt to flight the 
4 toy of worldly applauſe yet can I join eee 
dilly with Horace, 
Voaleat res ludicra, fi me | 
Palma negata macrum, donata reducit opimum. 


in Garden, b. 1. v, 34: 


AN 


HEROIC 2 IS TL E. ar. 


o 
Fe * 


H O U, that with | theologic glory crown'd, 
With Granta's hallow'd tiar circled Ons,” 
Survey'ſt aloft i in profefforial chair 2 
The ſtorms engendred in politic airz 
Tho' veil'd in clouded majeſty, thy rays | 5 
Still dart too luſtrous for the vulgar gare: 
| r "Mic Fu ag 2 Thee 


Verſe 1. Satan's Addreſs to the Sun in the 4th Book of Paradiſe Len. 4. wo! 
O0 Thou, that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd,” &. f 
v. 2. The tiara was worn by th preſs as vel s the kings ef pet 


v. 5. The author of this Epiſtle, falſely ſtyled Heroic, is here to be nee with 
metaphorical incoaliſtenee: clouded majeſty is W Ins to the moon. 


75 See Mr. ub. 4. 
oo — The moon 
© Riſing in clouded majeſty.” | 
Which Mr. Pope has ſo admirably and judiciouſly imitated in the * Bock wa 
Dunciad, v. 45. 


« In clouded majefty bere Dullueſs ſhone,” 


Which 


[Op Fu) 
Thee I approach ! tho' Dukes before thy ſhrine 

With mitred Fathers in proſtration join. 

Oh, while my muſe effays th' aſpiring theme, 

With temper d. radiance on her labours beam; | ; 10 
Leſt the thy fierce meridian fervors mourn, 6 
And, like the Perſian, ſhou'd adore—but burn. 
Nor thou oferlook,- with ſupercilious frown-- - 
This humble tribute of a bard unknown; 

For ſuch the temper of theſe hapleſs times, 15 
Fools only truſt their titles with their rhymes; 

Proud of ſome little fame, whate'er it be, 

Knight, or Eſquire, A. M. or L. L. D. 


Which cannot be applied in this place. Even ſuppoſing the author (whom we hallu- 
cinate to be ſome temerarious youth) meant to allude to Mr. Bayes, who has, with a 
curious felicity, introduced the ſun and moon dancing together in the celebrated 
 Rehearfal—nevertheleſs he ought to have known that ſuch alluſions are infioitely be- 
low the dignity of a poem, profeſſedly of an heroic nature. 

Sumite materiam veſtris qui ſcribitis xquam 

_ Viribus. Hor, _ MARTIN. SCRIBLERUS. 
&« I fay PPAR but this I will fay ;” that notwithſtanding ſo grave an authority, 
I am of opinion, . many of my readers may yet think the ſubject a res lecta potenter, 
and may approve of my having followed Horace's advice in advancing matters in 
the courſe of this epiſtle, jam nunc debentia dici. 

V. 12. Oh le Perſe eft brule de Vaſtre qu'il adore. Bo1LEavu, Ep. 5. v. 50. 
V. 18. Vide, if they be extant, Poems, by Sir William Browne, Knight—Poetical 
Reveries, by Jacob Mountain, M. A.——Poems, by James Marriott, L. L. D. &e.— 
| in ſhort the whole genus irritabile, that Srovoke their fate. 


Fir'd 


12 

Fir'd with his country's wrongs, when Juxxvs hurt'd. 11 
His patriot thunder o'er a courtier world; ..,, |; , | 6 20 
When, with each meaner, penſion'd, minion lord 
Thy Grafton trembled at his fiſcal board | _ f OA 


A Roman own'd the more than Roman train — 


But Draper's well · meant ſignature was vain, | 
MACGREGGOR bade Sir William” 5 deathleſs A 25 
Stand aye recorded i in the rolls of Fame ; . 14 if 


v. 24. Junius, in his firſt letter to'Sit Willidm Draper, K. B. writes thus; 441 
« approve of the ſpirit with which you have given your name to the public, and if 
it were a proof of any thing but Hirit, 1 ſhould have thought myſelf. bound to 


« follow your example.” Hence the epithet well meant. Junius adds, « J ſhould | 


* have hoped that even my name might. carry f ſome authority with it, if I had not 
« ſeen how very little weight or conſideration a printed paper receives even from the 
« reſpectable ſignature of Sir William Draper. It is ſomething ſingular, that Sir 


William Draper, and Sir William Chambers ſhould have attracted the notice of © 


perhaps the firſt proſe-writer, and the firſt poet (if we except Mr. Gray) of this cen- 
tury; who are both conceal'd in impenetrable darkneſs, notwithſtanding the ſagacious 


diſcoveries of modern coxcombs or conoſcenti, who, as Aer 2 * Know all authors i 


« by their ſtyle.“ | 11 
V. 25. As the immortal 3 of the Heroic Epiſtle to > Sir william $ 


Knight, Comptroller of his Majeſty's Board of Raga .&c,—The Herois Ege 
to the public, (which 7 | ; 

o greatneſs ſtill too near, 

Perhaps yet vibrate on the SOVEREIGN' s ear. 
Porz, Prol. to Sat 356.) 
has thought proper that the appellation of Macyrogcr ſhould ſtand for the umbra 

B af - 


Fg 'B ; a _ 1 
„„ 1 For bo 


4 

% 4 

p 
” * 1 

6 
L x 
8 . 6 
« 

a — — 8 


- — —ͤ—ä—ũ9 — — 


0 9 
For Him, for Vven-mibg, and ſage Lrſong, mow e 
Pour'd the full tide of energatic fongs g 
Struck with a magic hand the genuine chords, 
Gave frength to wit, . d We to words. 1” Os 


A 


R&R 22 


Vet think not . | hk 8 rage 
F'd tear each honeſt author from his page. 
When late the woe · begone Britannia mourn d. 
And ſaw her Roſcius * quietly inurn'd;” 
Of all her ſons, roſe SHERIDAN alone! 1 35 


| eee own; 


a — - 


of his i was; ale e is tes: | thet be, T would are im o 


Junius! in the words of the great ſariric poet 
— $ilve, Getulico, ſeu tu 


2 quocanque alio de ſanguine rarus 
cn, et egregius Patria deſcendis ovanti ! 


1 Joy. Sat. 8. v. 26. 

V. 35. 1 would not open afreſh the bleediog wounds of my country, by recalling 
the ſad remembrance of this melancholy event ; but juſtice requires a tribute to tran- 
ſcendent merit: for by his nervous, elegant, and patheric Mensch on the death of 
David Garrick, Richard Brinſley Sheridan, though the acknowledged ſon of Copgreve 
and Thalia, bas proved that he can boaſt alfo of a near alliance to Melpomene : though 
his epilogue to the tragedy of Semiramis had already convinced the public of that. 
The reader of taſte will thank me for referring him to this compoſition. 

V. 36. This verſe conveys a very different meaning from Mr. Pope's celebrated lines: 

Then might I ſing without the leaſt offence, 


; l among the Nation's ſenſe. 
Epil. to the Satires, Dial. 1. v.77. 


Hung 


* 2 Fn # * 4 


1 ] | 
Hung the poetic tablet on his hearſe,, ff 7 
Stood forth confeſt, and 3 the 1 U 


105 lighter 1 a lighter care „ 1 
Nor aſks each ſubject for a finiſh'd hand. V4 85 10 
When F aſhion s motley Wreath young T-ck-l wove, | 
And vied with Gloſter's dean for Tucker's love: ft -y82 
Tho! keen the ſenſe, and muſical the lays, 25 "4 
He fear'd t' anticipate his future praiſe. 


Me, tho' no fortune gilds, no genius fires, ORR. 45 


Nor Brinſley s wit, nor Greggot's muſe inſpires; 
Tho', nor the Polar, nor great Brunſwick's ſtar 


Guide my lone courſe ypointing from I 


V. 41. Alludiog to the car's poems + entitled The Wreath of Faſhion, and The Projet?, | 


addreſſed to Dean Tucker ; though every one well knows that the Dean was fo taken 


up with his own, as ſcarce to admit of any rivalry, It is here inſinuated that Sheridan, 
and the author of Anticipation, ated with equal propriety, the one, in giving his 


name to the public, the other, in with-holding it from theſe primitiz of his muſe ; 


| which, though they may not have received a finiſhed hand, yet bear the ſtrong impreſs 
of real genius. From writers like N I am rags to make a very unnatural tran- 


ſition to myſelf and my hero. 


v. 47. It muſt be confeſſed that Nacgreggor has an infinite advantage over me in 
this reſpect: his hero Sir William is a knight of the Polar ſtar, Comptroller of his 
Majeſty's works, which, though hid from the world, as all good works ſhould be, 


according to Mr. Burke's ingenious obſervation; he however derives from them the 


royal favour. His intereſt with Kien-Long Emperor of China, he abundantly proved 


= 
Fe 

r 

A 4 

I . 

| 

N 

1 

p 


t 5 

Tho round my Richard's temples lambent play 
No beams from Britain's king, or rich Cathay; 50 
Vet will I burſt my chain, in prudence' ſpite, : 
And dare aſſert my long · neglected right. 
Heavens! can I view indignant, . yet ſupine, 

E'en ſnuffy Pinchy rais'd to heights divine? 
Say, ſhall Sir WHliam's bard, well-bronz'd Shebbeare, 


. of thy Tory ear j | 7” 


in his Diſſertation on Oriental Gardening—The « concentrated luſtre of theſe Monarchs, 
even without that of Sir William himſelf, would, as Pope ſays, 
—Guard the verſe, and ſanctify the line, 
; And make immortal verſe as mean as mine. 
But not int this privilege, I muſt be ſatisfied with the glory that darts from | 
my Profeſſor alone, which I have deſcribed with ſuch force and energy in the ſublime 
| lines that open this Epiſtle.—lt were to be wiſhed that Sir William would exert his 
intereſt with his great Oriental Patron, to affiſt his diſtreſſed Britiſh Sovereign in this 
hour of need : though, ſhould he be unſucceſsful, it is to be hoped that the Miniſter 
would juſt hint to the Eaft India Company, that i it would Ye nen wr them | to 22 
| EPR en non op one. 
V. 50. Cathay ancient name of China—* Seat of Cathaian Can. MiLr. . FE, 
See alſo Bryant's Mythology, vol. 3. of the Diſperſion of the Cuſhim, who . 
Wander'd many a famous realm . | 
And country, horn, here needs no account.” Ir. Lk - 
v. 52. TLurduer MoioGy aleavor. Pip. Prrn. 1. $34 
V. 54. See Macgreggor's ode to Mr. Pinchbeck on his Patent-ſouffers, and the 
epiſlle to Dr. Shebbeare, in which, ef pecially at the cloſe, his ſong _ indeed 
« roll in deep-ton'd energy.” | 
V. 56. Fragmentum eſt pars rei fraftz.  ULPIAN. 
V. id. Oils ina ö noyes. endullas dig Ta bra. 'PLaTo Menez. 


Though the Doctor S. s are rather ia, diwinit. ab 5. Vid. Scap. Le t 
2 hoped 


I | 

(43-1 

His ſtudied pomp of phraſe and accents big? 
Riſe, muſe, and vindicate the Chriſtian Whig ! 
The Proteus Hill ſhone forth in Churchilf's line: 
The Proteus W a T5808 ſhall illumine' mine. „ 88 


How ſhall 1 trace thee, various as thou art, 
Thro' all the windings of thy head and heart? 
How ſhall I ſtile thee, in this laggard age, 
Chemiſt, Archdeacon, or Profeſſor ſage ? 


hoped no one will be offended with the imitation of this paſſage in a celebrated an- 
cient, though Greek, when it is remembered that the ingenious Abbe du Bos has ſaid, 

« Les Lecteurs retrouvent avec plaiſir, ſous une nouvelle forme la penſce qui leut plut 
autrefois en Latin,” This obſervation may be extended — modern authors. 
Reflex, ſur la Poeſ. & la Peint. vol. 2. p. 80. | 


v. 58. Accidentally ſtepping into a bookſeller's ſhop i 10 400 I heard a e 
enquite for Letters to Sir George Savile, Baronet, by a Chriſtian Whig,”* ſaid to de 
written by Dr. Watſon of Cambridge: Though the Doctor's ſermon on the princi- 


ples of the Revolution would abundantly juſtify me in giving him 1 8 honourable 
appellation, without this' anecdote. | 


- 59. I ſhall tranſcribe from the Roſciad the charater of tis extraordinary man, 
Doctor, afterwards Sir John Hill. | 


The Proteus Hill put in his modeſt "_ 

% Let favour ſpeak for others, worth for me.” 

For who like him his various powers cou'd call 
Into ſo many ſhapes, and ſhine in all? 

Who cou'd ſo nobly grace the motley liſt, 

Actor, inſpector, doctor, botaniſt? | V. 107. 


0 | f Thee, 


[ 44 1] 
Thee, fire, air, earth, thy miniſters, obey, 65 
And own reluctant thy arch-chemic ſway: nl 5 
Thro' church, thro' ſtate, in halcyon calm or ſtorm, 
Thou © runn'ſt perpetual circle multiform.” 
"Tis thus in Burke's unequall'd page we find 
The Britiſh Sov'reign ſhifting like the wind: 170 
Full- orb'd at firſt, o'er James's favour'd ground, : 
His undivided glory n arotind; | HH 23 


V. 68. Air and ye n. the eldeſt birth 
Of Nature's womb, that in * run | | 
Perpetual circle, multiform, ' . . '*  PARAD. Los r. b. 5. v. 180. 


v. 69. Speech of Edmund Burke, was: on the 11th Feb. 1780—Page 21. 
He obſerves that the government of England is not a Monarchy in ſtrictneſs, but a 
_ range ſort of Pentarchy—Page 22. He ſays, * Croſs a brook and you loſe the king 
« of England; but you have ſome comfort in coming again under his majeſty, though 
« ſhorn of his beams, and no more than Prince of Wales. Go to the North, you 
1 . figd bim dwindled to a Duke of Lancaſter; turn to the Weſt of that North, and he 
« pops upon. you in the humble character of the Earl of Chefter. Travel a few miles on 
« the Earl of. Cheſter diſappears, - and the king ſurpriſes you again as Count Palatine 

60 of Lancafter. If you travel beyond Mount Edgecombe, you. find him once more in : 
*« his incognito, and he is Duke of Cornwall.” In this juſtly celebrated ſpeech, Mr. B. 
has united the wit of Lucian, the energy of Demoſthenes, and the copiouſneſs of 
Cicero. This extract is rendered with as much fidelity as the nature of proſe and 
verſe will admit, and Mr. B. s words are religiouſly preſerved whenever they gave 

force to the lines; though it js hoped not with the ſame ſpecies of religion that 


| - prompted the great Milton to preſerve the very words of the vulgate tranſlation of the 


Pſalms, when he undertook, to verſify the productions of King David. 
Salmatius potuit contemnere, 6 „„ 
vol Omnia dixiſſet—— - . 
* Shorn 


* we 14 - F% 


„ 


on Snowdon's miſty height, 


99 


* Shorn of his beams, 
The Prince of Gallia meets the wond'ring ſight ; 

Dwindled and ſhrivellF'd in the northern air, uct. 04 
Behold him next a Duke of Lancafter! | 
Weſtward proceed—that character he drops, 

And on your ſteps the Earl of Ce/tria pops: 

A gain he riſes as Lancaftria's Count; 

But when the pilgrim winds: o'er Edgecombe's Mount, 80 
The King, the Count, the Earl—all diſappear, 

And Cornwall's Duke concludes the n career! 


When firſt your name adorn'd the . ee 
A generous ardour ſeiz'd your opening ſoul: | 
From paths ſevere, by honeſt fame inſpir d. 85 
No pleaſure lur'd you, and no labour tir'd 3 . 
Calm, tho' aſpiring, eager, and yet cool; 


IF 


„Strong without rage; without o erflowing full: 
While you with Julian i impetus preſt on, 


Science in vain oppos'd. her Rubicon.. | 90. 
v. 8 3. Hitherto I have addreſſed the Doctor under the diſtant title of Thou : but. 
as I have now made a more intimate acquaintance with him, and as it is the property 
of familiarity to leſſen awful reſpect, 1 ſhall v. venture to uſe the word You from hence 
to the end of the Epiſtle. | 
V. 85. No man was ever more intimately convinced of the truth of the following 


* though ſeemingly common obſervation than the Poctor: 
2 Ce 


| Fw] 
Your judgment with the lunar influence vied, 
Temp'ring below your learning's mighty tide. 
You, their Cornutus, purpled youth addreſt, | 
And ſunk well-pleas'd in your Socratic breaft ; 
Majeſtic Henry glanc'd propitious down, — — 4 
And lilied Edward blefs'd the ins gown. 


When. Chemia chim'd your philofophic aid, 
You deftly ply'd th* unutterable trade; 
Scann'd her defects, and with a Bacon's fkilt 
Wielded the maſſy elements at will. | too 


Ce n'eſt que dans la premiere jeuneſſe qu on eſt douẽ de cette attention infatigable 
quĩ creuſe juſqu” aux premiers. prigcipes d'un art on d'une ſcience: verite importante, 
dont Pignorance arrẽte ſouvent le genie dans fa courſe, & e aux progres des 
ſciences. HELvErT. de VEſprit, Diſc. 4. ch. 16. | 

V. 93. The doctor was appointed one of the Tutors of Trinity College, which 
reſpectable office he filled with exemplary diligence and Ea cas undergraduates- 
of that . wear purple gowns, 


V. 95, and 96. Edward the Third gave the old foundation of Triaity College, 
and Henry the Eighth enriched and enlarged it. 
V. 97. Dr. Watſon was now choſen Profeſſor of Chemiſtry; the Univerſity ſtill la- 
ments her Marcellus in that ſcience; © O juſt beheld and loft, admir'd and mourn'd !” 
v. 98. A chemiſt at his furnace, to the eye of an ignorant beholder, may reſemble 
one of the witches at the cauldron in Macbeth How is't, you ſecret, black, and 
„ midnight hags What is't you do? A deed without a name. 
Nature 


E 

Nature invites: to caverns deep you hied, 

And pierc'd the tracts to mortal ken denied: 
Fearleſs, alone, thro' Cornwall's mineral night, 
Your profeſſorial vans you ſpread for flight ; - 


There, with inſatiate, jealous eyes explore 105 


Each crude conſiſtence and metallic ore : 


When lo! eſcap'd from that obſcure ſojourn, | 


The grimy circle hail your ſafe return; e 

Eager they preſs, they ſhout, they ſtare, they gape, 

And view a Watſon, as we view an ape! | Koo 
| | ** Qur 


V. 102. Heaven hides nothing from thy view, 


Nor the deep tract of hell, | Mit r. 
3 103. Alluding to the doctor's journey to the mines in Cornwall and Weſt- 
moreland. | 
V. 104. At laſt his ſail-broad vans 
He ſpreads for flight. M1LT. P. Los, b. 2. v. 927. 


Compare the arch- apoſtate's voyage through Chaos. 
V. 108. The grimy circle —what Rabelais would call © une grands Diablerie 2 
beaucoup de perſonages.” 


V. 109. There the preſs, and there 1 din; 
Talymalfra's rocky ſhore, | 
Echoing to the (Doctor's) roar. GRAY. 
110. The late learned Biſhop of Gloſter in a note on that well- known line of Mr. 


Pope, 
And ſhew'd a Newton as we ſhew an ape, 


manifeſts a moſt affectionate concern for Sir Iſaac's fame, and, by a Gogular ſpecies 


of GOT has ſhewn wherein the beauty of the thought conſiſts; ſeeming 


WD however 


4 TIO 4 [a me 
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. 1 


Our auricles pereufs d by fame ſonorous, 

<< Your mirabundous acts had brought before us,“ 
When Granta call d you to her calm retreats, 
Nigh founder d in fuch ſubterranean feats. 
Your o *erfraught breaſt now labour'd with its ſtore: 115 
With novel truths, ſcarce faintly gueſs d before, 
Enlarg'd your Chemia's ancient narrow bounds, 


And added length to vulgar Engliſh ſounds ; 


however to hint that Mr. Pope might have compared him to ſome more decent animal, 
particularly the half-reafoning elephant, which, as well on account of this its ſuperi- 
ority, as from its having no ridiculous fide like the ape, on which it could be viewed, 
ſeems better to have deſerved this honour. However we may agree with the Biſhop 
in regard to Newton; I believe, even my lords the judges would laugh and allow the 
_ caſe to be _C when the Doctor i is reſpondent—Solventur riſu tabule. Hon. 


V. 111. Quidnam i igitur tenerum, et laxà cervice dem PERS. Sat. 1. | 
V. ib. See L'Epitre du On. nnn de la L Latiale in 


Rabelais, beginning 
Aueuns v venans de tes lares patries, 


Nos aures ont de tes noves remplies, &c. 


v. 114. . Nigh-founder'd, on, he fares. MIL är. b. 2. v. 940. 

V. 116. Alluding to the Doctor's maſt ingenious Eſſay on the ſubjects of Chemiſtry, 
in which he has purſued ſome hints given by Buffon with fingular OI and 
abilities. 

V. 118. Even before this Effay, or any of the Doctor's proſe-writing (for as yet we 
have ſeen nothing of his poetry) appeared, did Johnſon venture to aſſert this truth; 


I believe, that whoever knows the Engliſb tongue in its preſent extent, will be 
« able to expreſs his thoughts without help from other nations.” Ra MBLER, N* 208, 


Quid G vidiſſet, &c,—though * he had ſeen his own. 


: 2 | Nor 


Nor reſted here; but at your magic glance, "i 
From either Zone portentous forms advance ! 1120 
Caffres with apron- bellies from the Cape, | 


Moon-ey'd Albinos, and of dreaded ſhape | | 
| The 


V. 120 & 121. Tum vero in numerum feunoque feraſque videres 
Ludere. VIRG. that is, | | 
86 „The apron- bellied Caffre of the Cape, the woolly- headed negro of Africa, the 
4 beardleſs ſavage of America, the moon · ey d Albino, the Orang · Outang of the woods 
« of Java,” (and, leſt he ſhould want a page, the Doctor in the true ſpirit of chivalry 
as a preux et courtois chevalier, introduces one, led probably by his outlandiſh Eſquire, 
or Groome of evil guiſe, J-h-n S-m-nds, L.L.D.—P.M H. viz.) the dwarfiſh inha- 
* bitant of the Frigid Zone,” &c. (See page 43 of the Eſſay on Chemiſtry) which 
the reader may be induced to think, what the Doctor calls (Page 11, of the ſame 
Eſſay) a © Multiplicatio Entium præter neceſſitatem.” In ſhort 
Cid che di moſtruoſo e di feroce 
Erra fra il Nilo, e i termini d'Atlante, 
Par qui tutto raccolto. I 'Tans0, 1.15. Stan. 51. 
V. 119 to 126. incluſ, ** C'eſt preciſement par ces details que la poeſie charme les 
% hommes.“ VoLTAIRE, Eſſai ſur la Poeſie Epique, ch.2. edit. 1771. 


We here ſtand enmarvail'd of the verſatile fecundity of the great profeſſor; * | 
eye rolling ia ſuch a fine phrenzy could glance from the Thames to the Ohio, from 
Indus to the Pole; and whoſe genius could body forth ſuch ſpecious miracles, which 
neither Ariſtotle in his admirable Treatiſe ap: Gwwy, nor Pliny, nor Solinus, nor Plo- 
tius in his book de inenarrabilibus, with all their anthropophagi, leſtrigons, &c. ever 
had a glimpſe of, or could even divine; and that after all he ſhould be able, with 
more than a poet's pen, to give them, what otherwiſe they probably would have 
wanted, a local habitation in his immortal Eſſay. Non fumum ex fulgore, &c. „ 


We have no doubt but that the Profeſſor's father view'd him in his early years with 
the ſame ſpecies of admiration, that the great Grangauſier beheld: his renowned off. 
ſpring Gargantua, when he cried out in prophetic rapture ; © ſe connois que ſon 

entendement 


— 


1 
The Orang-Outang ſtalks from Java's woods, 
With dwarfs that quake on Zembla's frozen floods; 
The goodly groupe grin round with mutual ſtare, 125 
And wonder who the devil brought them there! | 


6 change . notes: with ſolemn ſtrains and ſlow, 
In diapaſon let the numbers flow ! | 
He comes! He comes! the ermin'd robe prepare, 


And high exalt him in the myſtic chair! 0 


entendement participe de quelque Divinitẽ; tant je le vois ſoubtil aigu, profond, 
& ſerain: il parviendra a degre ſouverain de ſapicace.” RAB. I. 1. c. 14. | 
MART. SCRIBLERUS. 

V. 126. And wonder who the devil 6 them there. This, beyond any poſ- 
ſibility of doubt, is taken from the celebrated ſimile relating to Sir John Pringle, Baro- 
net, in the Heroic „ to the Public, by Malcom Macgreggor, Eſquire. 

MART. SCK1BL. 

I am incliced to think the author of that Poſtſcript will readily acquit me of this 

ſcriblerian charge ; and when he conſiders the ſeries and junfura above, will can- 


didly acknowledge 
Quantum de medio fumbtis accedat honoris. 


V. 127. This verſe and the following are meant to expreſs the ſolemn march of the 


profeſſor to his chair of ſtate, preceded by—a couple of beadles. I regret that the 


mandate, and elected Regius Profeſſor of Divinity in the ee y. 


nature of poetry will not allow me in this place to introduce an Alexandrine, which 


« like a wounded ſnake (or our profeſſor) might drag its flow length along.” 
V. 129. Though according to old Lilly, and probably, according to the Doctor, 
the firſt perſon be more worthy than the ſecond, and the ſecond than the third, yet 
T have ventured in this place to uſe the third, as I thought the pomp and dignity of 
the ſubject required it. | 

v. 130. Though through the courſe of this Epiſtle I have ſtiled my hero Doctor, 
yet it was not till this period (1771) that he was created Doctor in Divinity by royal 


| With 


* ] 

With ſhould'ring haſte ſee gown'd Impatience throng - 

Hark! o'er the dome what thunder rolls along! 2 280) 

While from his lips in theologic fume 

Verbocinations Latial deſpume. 2A b 

Hear from thy moth- worn caſe, Aquinas, 1555 x Sa 135 

Thy long-loſt Latin drink with greedy ear: . 47 

Bright Scotus calls, and flutt'ring thro' the ſchools, 

Dim metaphyſic forms wave high their duſky cowls! 
| 1 „ 5 But 


V. 134. Tranſlated verbatim from the Limouſin's Speech in Rabelais, ch. 6. b. 2. 
1 Nous deſpumons la verbocination Latiale.”—i quoi en * que diable de 
langage ell ceci? Par dieu, tu es quelque heretique. | 
To this may be added, La Harangue de Maiſtre Janotus As ks faite a 
« Gargantua”—Verum enim vero, quandoquidem, dubio procul, ædepol, quoniam, 
ita certè medius fidius, &c. &c. Ras. |. 1. c. 19. | 
135. Hear from the grave, great Talieſſin, hear, - Grar. 


136. By this it is to be underſtood, that though the Profeſſor has with faite | 


propriety and good ſenſe baniſhed from the ſchools the unmeaning jargon about pre- 
deſtination, &c. &c. yet he has, without the. fame propriety, revived in propria 
ßerſand the Latia which was formerly ſpoken "nl ſuch. n as Thomas AIR 


- Duns Scotus :., 5 (rd 5 Til 


* 


Hic vir, bie eſt, tibi quem promitti ſæpius audis, 
Avguſtus Cæſar, divum genus, aurea condet . 
| | Secula qui rurſus Latio. 5 Ving. Za. 6. ; 
It is poſſible our Divinity Profeſſor may be of the ſame opinion with Doctor 


Hafen · muſs (or Potage de Marmite) who in an Epiſtle to Ortuinus, doubts, an ſit necef- | 
ſarium ad-#ternam ſalutem, ut ſcholares diſcant Grammaticam ex nn ficue 


eſt Tullius, &c. &e. v. Epiſt. Obſcur. Viror. 


V. 137. Ng irs Nudepdes aux ahn diere PE | 
| Tyilvoai moleorrane How, Odyſſ. I. 24. v. 6. 
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But why: ſhould you be deeply cogitating 51 Ef 
Our State's naufrageous and perichitating?  - 1340 
Tho' huſh'd in grim repoſe, with briſtled hair, = 
Old England's Lion couches in his lair; 

She ſmiles, my Richard, with undaunted heart, 
While you ſo nobly play her Lion's part ; LE 
V « Rend 


It is to be remembered that I ſpeak Greek to the King's Profeſſor of Divinity 
"Exacs, das ere CED. — By the apo beer, are meant the Divinity Schools, 
i v. 139. I reſume the ſecond perſon notwithſtanding the important part the Doctor 
5 is to play in the following lines had indeed intended that the whole political career 
of the Doctor ſhould have been adorned by my Poetry, from the time when un- 
bĩaſſed dy party he declared in his admirable Aſſtze Sermon, March 9, 1769, that, 
| c The Legiſlative Power was far too high to be ſubje& to the controul of giddy Indi- 
7 % viduals, ſeditious Corporations, or difobedient Colamies,” to the period when he pub- 
liſhed his late celebrated Sermon on the Faſt, Feb. 4, 1780, and turned Committee- 
man. But I have been unfortunately e the hagd of a maſter. See Letter 
to Doctor Watſon, printed for T. Cadell. 1} | | 
1 would juſt bint a remark of the celebrated Hewes; A' t- on atteint lage ts 
#rente-cinque ans ? on ne fera point alors d'un grand Geometre un grand Poete ; 
grand Chymifte d un grand Politique. De 1 Eſprit, Diſc. 4. c. 16. 
The Doctor knows the converſe ny dare een; wt: he Jo! the 
converſe of this laft to be ſo. 
| V. 142. © Let her (France) beware :—the Lion of England i is not yet rouſed.— 
EE. the Doctor's Faſt Sermon, p. 6. | 
V. 144. * Let me play the Lion; I will roar, that 1 will do any man's heart good 
| 4 to hear me. I will roar, that I will make the Duke ſay, Let him roar again; let 
bim roar again. If Is ſhould do it too terribly, you would frighten the Duche/s. ” 
Midſummer Night s Dream, Act I. S. 4. 


1 > 1 Rabelais 


1 


« Rend with n ſound our ears alunder- £1103} na 
With France, Spain, :Ireland, and Canadian thunder: T1 
But ſhould. the Duke enraptur d bid vou car, A 5363 

In louder rattling accents than before: 

Yet ah! relent—thoſe rumbling words may tear 115 
The tender en of ſoft aul W 
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Attend, Cer yet too lte, Pig voice; 
That Goſpel firſt you choſe, be Aill your choice: I 


fit 4: 


Rabelais has the following | 3 lib. 1. © hy 10. Ae Aphrodiſce a 
cc reputẽ ce probleme inſpluble. Pourquoi le Lion, qui de ſon ſeul cry et rugiſſement 


4 Epouvante tous les animaux, ſeulement craint et revere /e 8 ae * Judicent 
Eruditi. Davus ſum, non Ædipus. „ ; 


V. 145. What like Sir Richard, rumbling, 2 and FR 
« With Arms, and George, and Brunſwick eroud the verſe?” 

Rend with, &c. &c. 2. ®PopE's Imit. of Hor. Sat. 1. v. 23. 
— There are ſome Conoſtenti hs have pretended to diſcover ſome ſimilarity between 
Sir Richard Blackmore's Verſe, and Doctor Richard Watſon's Proſe. Pretenſions to 
ſagacity will never ceaſe; though there are few who will pretend that the Doctor is 
peculiarly attached to George or Brunſwick mentioned in the ſecond verſe. | a 
V. 150. A8 J am not {killed in genealogies, marriages, divorces, &c. I am obliged | 

to have recourſe to Junius, who informs me that ** the D. of G. has travelled through 
« every ſign of the Political Zodiac, from the Scorpion in which he ſtung Lord Chat- 
« ham, to the hopes of a Virgin in the Houſe of Bloomſbury.” Junius adds in a 


note, that his Grace lately married Miſs JOE A peice of the good Gertrude, | 
Ducheſs of Bedfard.” 


 Jomvs's cadet lett. 12. vol. 1. p. 90. Woodfalls edit. 
v. 151. Mais à ambition oppoſer la prudence, 
: C'eſt aux prelats de cour precher la reſidence, BOILEAU, Ep. 1. 


2 | | | „ 
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te 
Then from yout high-rais'd throne energic call 
To penitence and faith with fainted Paul; | 
The ſtate to Edmund leave, who knows the ground; 165 
Leſt deeds like yours Fame's poſtern trump ſhould found. LEE 
The chiefs of willow'd Academe ſurvey ; : | 


How each one plan purſues, one conſtant way. 
See Tully's fire from Granta's Ulpian breaks, 


And Celſus ſtill in aged Plumtree V | 160 
Mark cloiſter'd Gl- n, with well- extended foot, 8 
Wrapt up in Rowley and his red ſurtout; 


V. 156. Hudibras thus deſcribes Fame's trumpets. 
% She blows not both with the ſame wind, 
But one beſore, and one behind. 
41% t 462 57 And therefore modern authors name 5 
| 55 one good and rother evil fume.” Part 2. c. 7. 


7 K I 3 The chiefs, &c. Not having the Nad. boot with me I cannot recollect any - 
learned? chief of 'a college, except the Biſhop of Carliſle, Maſter of Peter-houſe, 


v. 159 and 160. Samuel Hallifax, D. D. &c. King's Profeſſor of Civil Law, and 
Ruſſel Plumtree, M. D. —of Phyſic: both, as 8 9 95 5 diverſo coemtionls 
1 genere laudem pene parem conſecuti. „ | | 
2 161. This amiable, generous, and very e! Phyſician. is pers 13 wany 
to underſtand thoroughly the diſputed ſubje&t of Rowley's Poems—Tros Rutuluſve, 
the fame to me but his profeſſional character is ſuch as s july intitles him the 
dan rog Iarpogg—Ante alios dilectus Iapis. | 

v. 162. Red Surtout—As we are W to beſtow PTE where it is due, we 

take this mr of approving our author's propriery. in — the G/tumi. All 
| * Phy- 


J 
Nor George, nor North, nor Fox, his cares engage, 


But P—r—y's roll, and Warton' s gloſſmg page: | 
' While Atwood dares the philoſophic wry = +." op 
"06 His ſpear a ſun-beam, and his ſhield a ſtar.” 55 


ts ns from the days of Chaucer, nay from time nenen have had an exclu- 
ſive right to the red or ſcarlet gown: . 
— In Janguine & in kerle he clad was 126 
Cnaucxx, Prol. to. Cant. Tales. 
and more explicitly in another hos 5 : 
Doctor of phyſic in bis Karler gown 1 „ 
which place we forbear to ſpecify becauſe it does not occur to our thoughts at preſent, 


We remark alſo with pleaſure that he has diſtinguiſhed with accuracy between the 


Toga and Tunica: the word Surtout evidently implying the former; as the Toga ſeems 
to have been of a ſemicircular form without ſleeves (Vid. Ferrar. de re Veſtiar. I. 1.) 
with a ſort of cincture (minutely deſcribed by Quintilian)- qui ſub humero dextro ad 


ſiniſtrum oblique ducebatur, velut balteus, neque ſtrangulat, &c. Inſtit. Orat. I. 15. 


c. 3. ä | MaxrTiIN. Scars: 
V. 164. In my r remote ſituation from the world I muſt be contented to be ſupplied 


with information from the few books in my ſtudy, and the converſation of a learned 


friend who drops in now and then: he informed me that there was in the poſſeſſion 
of this gentleman (Dr. P—) a ſort of green or red roll relating to Rowley or Chatter- 
ton ; Warton, [ think, -ſays yellow - (bar I can hardly credit him on the ſubject) hows» 
ever, quiſquis erit color, albus an ater, perhaps it may be of the nature of a cameleon, 
which changes its colour nen to its own nee _ 2 * _ 1 
| lant ſearch. e FHF 

V. ib. Is this the parkdife on which lo much eile and eue coquene h 
« been ſpent ?” Hooker, 7 00 Bop 

V. 165. This aſpiring young man, GEORGE 1 an; M. A. was pete 
to me as a fort of Romanorum ultimus in the univerſity : the effulgence of whole phi- 
loſophie genius gave ſplendor to an inſtitution perhaps almoſt expiring ; and =_ 
in the expreſſive phraſe of the great Roman critic, olim nominabitur. 1. 

V. 166. See the chorus at the end of Godwin, a fragment by Rowley or Chatterton. 
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5 4 the cloud-veil'd preſence lehits your way; 


&« Fear not, tho' hoſtile tempeſts idly rave, | 
The potent rod divides the bluſhing wave: 


a Paſs on, great champion of your country's cauſe, ' 


% Prop of her. church, and bulwark of her laws! 
% Lo Marah ſtreams nectareous o'er the plain, 


4 And all around heav'n's dulcet dew-drops rains” 


With bold, intrepid ſtrides purſue your plan, 

And dare do all that may become my man!“ 
Thus erſt the wily Florentine eſſay'd, | 

Whoſe glowing pen the tyrant Prince portray'd ; 

With fpirit-ſtirring eloquence to break 

The bands of peace, to bid Lorenzo wake 

The ſleeping inſtruments of mortal war, 

And under ſemblance juſt ſpread deſolation far. 


V. 68. A paraphraſe of the following paſſage in Machiavel ; 


175 


180 


« II mare fi ẽ aperto: una nube vi ha ſcorto il camino; la picta ha verſato l'acque; 
4 qui e piovute la manna: ogni coſa E concorſa nella voſtra grandezza; nn. 


4 dovete far voi.” MACHIAVELLI, il Principe, cap. 26. 


1 


V. 175. I would recommend to the Doctor's ſerious conſideration the 3 

note of one of Shakeſpeare's moſt able commentators (Mr. Stevens) on the word 
. firide in Macbeth Whoever has been reduced to the neceſſity of finding bis way 
« about a houſe in the dark, muſt know that it is natural to take large firides, in 


25 08 . r have a ſaſe footing or not.” 
N and STEEVENS Edit. 1778, vol. 4 p. 498. 


2 


* 


If 


If frains like theſs 2 urge you Fenn; 0 l we 

The waves that beat upon the world's high thore, | 
_ Thoſe dangerous paths a Wolſey trod before; 
Reflect! how oft humility has thrown e e eee . 
Her ſnow- white ſurplice o'er the beart' 8 ck 0 5 
Should een kind Fortune to her ſuppliant yield, 
And grant that croſier which you burn to wield; | 
Shou'd you, ſublime 1 in the prelatic chair, | 3 8 190 
Forget in full-blown pride what once you were; 7 . 
Refuſe to act great Lowth's or Porteous part, . 3 FR fk 7 : 
And on the forefront of an honeſt heart „„ 97 
With them, in ſun-bright characters record „ 
UnsviLiitd HoLIiNxESSs To HRA VNS pars „Ler- 195 
Yet condeſcend this worldly truth to know, 1 
And bind it high upon your 1 1 8 FF 


3 4 


v. 184. Wolſey, put ſynonimouſly 10 any 18 prieſt, | 

V. 191. The preſent deeply-learned and worthy Biſhop of London, and 2 f 
genious and exemplary Biſhop of Cheſter, both in different degrees eminent for their 
profeſſional learning as well as for extenſive erudition in profane ſubjeCts, n 

| Quales eſſe decet quos ardens ern e 0k . 
-[t much repairs nme 2 85 
To talk of theſe good Fathers, SHAKESPEARE. 

v. 194. Thou ſhalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the en- 
te gravings of a ſignet, HoL1ngss To THE LoRD! and thou ſhalt put it on a blue 
« lace, that it may be upon the miue, upon the forefront of the mitre it ſhall be.” 

Expdos, ch. 28. v. 36 and 37. 
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——The ſlippery path Ambition's ſons prepare. 
| May lead to | ihe 0 — 
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V. 1 199. Whence tumbled GO the beight of ife, I md 
They furniſh matter for the tragic muſe.” , CRE, 8 Wiater, 1 Fa 


By way of a word at parting with the Doctor, 1 would adviſe” bim ſo 0 regulate 
his conduct, as hereafter-not to Furni/b matter even for the comic muſe, which hitherto 
he has done moſt amply : though I have been the firſt to claim the chaplet which 
never before adorned the brow of any adventurer in the environs of Pernaſſus. For 


alas! an addreſs in proſe to a great man, except from the hand of a Jogius; is but 


too frequently a telum 3 ſine ictu.— And now, my dear, or, be calm, be 
patient; let not theſe lines prompt you to act a Volcentian® part, or tuffle the Sh 
| ferenity of your philoſophic:diſpoſition.,' Let me aſſure: you with great truth, in the 
words of an author I truſt you are well acquainted with, that ** Motives very diffe- 
« rent from any apprehenſion of your reſentment make it impoſlible you ſhould ever 
« know me. In truth you hive foie reaſon'to hold yourſelf indebted to me. From 


OP Jen, you; may colleft- a proficable j for your future 
Diſce, ſed ira cadat naſo rugoſaque Finch 40 3 7 


e your enemy but as a friend earneſtly implore you, as you; have 


Fears, to let that inſtruction ſink deeply in them; and my regard for you inclines 
me to hope that, conſidering your ſacred profeſſion, this Heroic Epiſtle and its accom- 
-panyments may teach 50 prudence enough not to attract the public attentioh on a 


character, eee at eee, e ee eee 
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